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Plant Name: ____________________________ 
Location: _______________________________ 
Date: ______________ Shift: ______________ 
Recording Institution: _____________________ 
Recorder: ______________________________ 



2016 National Beef Quality Audit – Market Cow and Bull 
!

Bruise/Injection Site Data Sheet – Protocol 
Please use blue pen to complete the data sheet. 

 
• If the bruise is categorized as either a 7, 8, 9, or 10, we are assuming that the 

primal is going to be sold at a discount for grind.  
• A bruise that does not go into the muscle will be classified as minimal (ie. On the 

hip bone) 
• The scale for bruise classifications is at the bottom of each page.  
• Important: Record the “Lot #” and “# in lot” in the specified space at the top of 

the page.  
• Please start different lots on a new page. 
• Included on this data sheet is Muscle Score and Fat Color Score. These are also 

on the Cooler Data sheet. It is up to recorders where these will be observed. Be 
sure not to capture this data at each location.  

 
 
Sample size: One-third of all carcasses in each lot. Minimum of 2 head/lot should be 
captured. If lot delineation is not possible, record condemnations on consecutive tables 
until the one-third observation has been reached. This will mean recorders will observe 
every third carcass on the line throughout the day.  
 
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Rnd Round 
Rb Rib 
Sir Sirloin 
Chk Chuck 
B|P|F Brisket, plate, flank 
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DIAGRAMS 

 
 

Muscle Scores 

 
Source: !National Market Cow and Bull Beef Quality Audit – 2007: A Survey of  
   Producer Related Defects, John David Nicholson 
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Fat Color Scores 
*Fat color scores should be determined based off the darkest colored outside surface fat 
over the loin and rib.  
 

 
Source: !National Market Cow and Bull Beef Quality Audit – 2007: A Survey of  
   Producer Related Defects, John David Nicholson 
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2016%National%Beef%Quality%Audit%–%Market%Cow%and%Bull%
Data$Recording$Methods$

Please%write%a%short%description%of%how%data%was%collected%at%this%station.%This%will%
help%us%when%interpreting%and%entering%data.%
%
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2016 National Beef Quality Audit – Market Cow and Bull  
 Bruise/Injection Site Data  

Date_________________Shift_______Recorder____________________ 
Lot #_____________        # Head in Lot______________   # Head to Sample___________________ 

*Begin each lot on a new page. 
 

Entered by: ___________________ Date: __________Checked by: ___________________ Date: _________ Revised 11/15/15 MKH 

 
Sample size: One-third of all carcasses in each lot. Minimum of 2 head/lot should be captured. 

 

BEEF COW DAIRY COW BEEF BULL DAIRY BULL 

# of 
Bruises 0 1 2 3 4 Injection Site  

(#, location) 

 
Location of 

Bruises 
 
 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

0 1 2 3 4 
Rnd            Rb 

  
  Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Minimal 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 # of Arthritic Joints: 
0 
1 Major 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 

Critical 7 8 9 7 8 9 7 8 9 7 8 9 2 

Extreme  10   10   10   10  Grubs Present 

Muscle Score 
1 2 3 4 5 

+ O - + O - + O - + O - + O - 
Fat Color Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
 

BEEF COW DAIRY COW BEEF BULL DAIRY BULL 

# of 
Bruises 0 1 2 3 4 Injection Site  

(#, location) 

 
Location of 

Bruises 
 
 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Rnd            Rb 
  
 Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

0 1 2 3 4 
Rnd            Rb 

  
  Shortloin       Sir 

 
Chk           B|P|F 

Minimal 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 # of Arthritic Joints: 
0 
1 Major 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 

Critical 7 8 9 7 8 9 7 8 9 7 8 9 2 

Extreme  10   10   10   10  Grubs Present 

Muscle Score 
1 2 3 4 5 

+ O - + O - + O - + O - + O - 
Fat Color Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
 

 
 

Bruise Size Key: 
Minimal (<1 lb-surface) 1= quarter size 2= silver dollar  3= deck of cards  
Major (1-10 lbs) 4= 1-3 lbs 5= 4-7 lbs 6= 8-10 lbs 
Critical (>10 lbs) 7= 11-20 lbs 8= 21-30 lbs 9= 31-40 lbs 
Extreme 10= Entire primal 

 
 

 

 


